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HAVE A LISTEN TO ALLISON! . oo s cn

‘Why did I study Applied Linguistics? Simple. it doesn’t involve any calculations!’

Ms Allison Wong is our new English teaching assistant. Have you met her in the library for
the ERS conferences? Raised in Hong Kong, Allison has been fond of English language since

she was young. To further her studies, she decided to go to university in the UK.

When Allison was studying Applied Linguistics in the UK, she always complained about one
thing - that there was no shopping! As shops closed early in the evening, she found it hard
to make time to do shopping after lectures. She liked to spend her leisure time chatting and
cooking with friends. What’s more, she travelled to other European countries from time to

time!
After she came back to Hong Kong, she started working as

an English teaching assistant in Sing Yin. This is her first
job after her returnt! As to why she chose to work in Sing Yin, she said she had met some

of our old boys before and their lively personalities made a very good impression on her.

“They are all fun to be with. Sing Yin boys have a great sense of humour, although
sometimes they are a bit too loquacious — this is not the case when it comes to speaking
English.’

Allison advises us to practise speaking in English more frequently.

Be confident! In general, she enjoys her job in Sing Yin very much.




“One Country, Two Systems, Democracy and Governance’’
By Ryder Ma Kwan Hang Chui Wai Ho L A nson Ch an

It’s not surprising for us to see Anson Chan Fang On-sang, the for-
mer Chief Secretary for Administration of the Hong Kong Govern-
ment, showing up on TV. What really comes as a surprise, however, is
that she came to Sing Yin and delivered an impressive speech to us.
The talk “One Country, Two Systems, Democracy and Governance”
was co-organised by the English Department and the Liberal Studies
Department, aiming to enhance students’ understanding of the cur-

rent political situation in Hong Kong .

Mrs Chan began her speech by exploring the relation between pol-
itics and teenagers. “Politics seems not related to teenagers. Yet, this is

unftrue. “

“Politics always directly or indirectly affects people’s lives. For instance, we breathe in air every
day, and the government policy on improving Hong Kong’s air quality is inevitably related to all of
us.” said Mrs Chan. “Many people voice their opinions about government policies to help the gov-

ernment make a policy that sees much public support and satisfaction.”

The Basic Law empowers Hong Kong to preserve a
high degree of autonomy under the principle of “One
Country, Two Systems” and Hong Kong people have
the rights to freedom in different aspects. Mrs Chan
thought that Hong Kong people, especially teenagers,
took these for granted. She regarded these rights as the
foundation stones which ensured Hong Kong’s steady

development after the handover.

According to Mrs Chan, universal suffrage shall be understood as the right of every individual to
vote in, and to stand for, an election. Mrs Chan saw the Legislative Council election in 2016 as an all-

important milestone which paves the way for the direct election of the Chief Executive in 2017.

Mrs Chan also encouraged students to pay more attention to what is happening in our daily lives.
“You, as teenagers, should listen to different voices in the community and pay more attention to what
the government does.” said Mrs Chan. She also urged students to register as a voter when they are

18 to make a difference to the fate of Hong Kong.




During the question-and-answer session, students enthusiasti-
cally raised their hands to ask Mrs Chan questions. When asked
whether Hong Kong should risk her relations with China to fight for
democracy while she seemingly relied on China so much, Mrs Chan
believed that Hong Kong and China enjoyed a mutually beneficial re-
lationship and people should take pride in being Hong Kong citizens

instead.

The talk ended in applause and Mrs Chan then gave an interview

to representatives from the Bulletin.

Beijing ought to Honour its Promise — an Interview with Anson Chan

“Indeed, 'm really disappointed at the lack of democratic progress!” said Anson Chan, also known
as the “Conscience of Hong Kong”, who made an outcry against Beijing, which she considered as the

“boss behind the curtain”. It has attempted to hamper the democratic progress of Hong Kong.

“First of all, Beijing must tolerate different views of Hong Kong people,” exclaimed Mrs Chan. She
urged the Chinese Government to change its attitude, “It’s too rigid, and irrational for a government to
always be suspicious of all the potential challenges to its regime.” Furthermore, she believed defending
the principle of “One country, Two systems” was the primary responsibility of the Chief Executive. “Even
if the Hong Kong people elect a figure who dissents from the will of Beijing, we all have to accept it. No-

body hopes to see Hong Kong lose her long-maintained prosperity, and neither does Beijing.”

“Raising the British colonial flags does not mean treason or any in-
tention of seceding from China,” sighed Mrs Chan. “The colonial gov-
ernment was certainly not perfect in our view, but the trend reflects the
rising frustration of Hong Kong people.” She further retorted, “Is our
society fair enough? Has justice been fulfilled faithfully? This wholly

accounts for my persistence in struggling for democracy.”

Again, Mrs Chan stressed the absurdity of our fate. “As guaranteed
by the Basic Law, we should have accelerated our democratic progress
since 2007. It’s now 2013. Have we made any significant steps? Well,

I can see nothing but an apparent throwback manipulated by Beijing.”
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